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Aims and Objectives

We aim to create opportunities for all members of our community, representing all groups, to express their concerns about issues where the Council provides a service or can make a difference.  

We aim to have a spectrum of means of communicating the work of the Council to all groups in our community.  

The Parish Council only has limited responsibilities and powers to serve the local community. But it can encourage and guide local people, groups and organisations, to improve public services, to protect the environment, to develop new facilities, and to enhance our cultural and social life.  

The Community

Lindfield Rural Parish Council seeks to engage with all sections of the community including the young, disenfranchised, disaffected and the elderly as well as the local business community, the many clubs, organisations and societies which are active in the parish, its partners such as Mid Sussex District Council, West Sussex County Council and the neighbourhood policing team, the local school and church. The Parish Council is also committed to engaging with any persons who appear to it to have an interest in matters relating to the economic, social and environmental well being of its area.

Information to the Community

Our means of providing information to the community are: 
· Parish Newsletter, published 4 times a year and distributed to every household

· Website

· Noticeboards
· Council’s Annual report, published in paper form and made available from the Parish Office and the Library, and also placed on the website at www.lindfieldrural-pc.org.uk
Opportunities for Community Involvement
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public and include a public session when residents can make representation to members. All Councilllors are available for informal discussion and their telephone numbers and their contact details are to be found in the newsletter, from the Parish Council office or on the website.
We often raise questions in our quarterly Newsletter, inviting groups and individuals to make suggestions or comment on proposals. We are happy to receive comments by telephone, email, letter or personal caller the office.  

Opportunities for Formal Representations to the Council

The Council is always pleased to hear the views of groups or individual members of the public who wish to express their views on subjects where the Council has an interest. Any of these presentations would be heard by full Council. Interested groups should in the first instance, contact the Parish Office so that the most suitable arrangements can be made. 

The Parish Council has a Code of Practice for handling complaints, which is available from the clerk. The publication of agendas on the Parish Council’s website and notice board gives residents the opportunity to make representation to the council before agenda items are discussed. All formal representations received are responded to by letter or email.

Involvement in partnerships

The Parish Council is committed to partnership working where it is clear that it will be of benefit to the parish or to fulfill its statutory requirements. For example, the Parish Council works in partnership with other local councils. As part of the Community Action Plans it is now forming a cluster working partnership with other Town and Parish Councils to provide support for local communities to enable them to become stronger and more self sufficient. The Parish Council works with both Mid Sussex District Council and West Sussex County Council to improve service delivery in the parish.
Role of Council members and Officers

Elected members are powerful advocates for their community and their leadership role enables them to have a major input into the consultation and engagement process. Lindfield Rural Parish Councillors are very accessible; their contact details are published on the website and in the quarterly newsletters to parishioners. They are available to talk to residents during the public session at the start of each Parish Council meeting and at the Annual Parish Meeting. In a private capacity, Councillors belong to many other local clubs, societies and organisations, where they may, if they so wish, promote the work of the Parish Council and be available to parishioners. 

Members are then encouraged to discuss ideas and projects with the Officers (the Clerk and Assistant) so that they can be brought to fruition.  It is in the nature of public bodies, such as the local council, that they have to operate within strong legal, financial and compliance frameworks, which sometimes means that ideas take time to take root and grow. Despite these constraints the Council tries to be innovative and proactive in bringing the wishes of the community into action.  

Specific Areas for Community Involvement

The Council will consult the community should it resolve to undertake, initiate or facilitate any major projects or undertakings in the parish.

We have been involved in the preparation of two Parish Plans mainly due to the nature of the parish area. We entered into a joint venture with Lindfield Parish Council, albeit as a minor partner, to prepare the Parish Plan for Lindfield.

With regard to the remainder of the parish the Council recently organised a Village Plan centred on Scaynes Hill and a Village Action Plan was completed in 2011.
The Village Plan for Scaynes Hill was primarily organised by a steering group which devised a 46 point questionnaire designed to draw the views and desires of people living in the village. All the usual topics were included and ranged far and wide from the community facility such as the Village Centre to transport, safety and security, sport, leisure & young people’s facitlites, sustainability and housing, environment & local economy. In July 2010, 500 questionnaires were delivered to households in the village and surrounding area, with follow up calls as appropriate. There was a return rate of over 60% and represented the views of 550 residents which provided a comprehensive account of what parishioners want.
A Village Plan Action Group has now teamed up to turn the plan into action.
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